n {In Archive} Re: Fw: Arizona Strip uranium mining |9

Manny Aquitania to: Laura Mayo 09/01/2009 05:21 PM
Cc: Shirley Rivera, Leslie Ramirez

Archive: This message is being viewed in an archive.

Laura,

Please contact either Arizona geographic leads in my office, Shirley Rivera, x23966, or Leslie Ramirez
x23978.

Manny Aquitania

U.S. EPA, Region IX

75 Hawthorne St.

San Francisco, CA 94105
(415)972-3977
(415)947-3579 fax

Laura Mayo Manny: The Tribal Program Office and Environm... 09/01/2009 04:42:29 PM
From: Laura Mayo/R9/USEPA/US
To: Manny Aquitania/R9/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 09/01/2009 04:42 PM
Subject: Fw: Arizona Strip uranium mining
Manny:

The Tribal Program Office and Environmental Review Office in CED have been tracking three uranium
mines in the Arizona Strip that are in the process of being reopened. From the sound of it, the lead
agency (BLM) does not plan to prepare a new environmental document, but the state of Arizona will be
issuing an air quality permit for these projects today or in the very near future, at which point there will be
a 30 day comment period. The Tribal Program Office is trying to ascertain when that comment period will
open, so that we can notify affected tribes of the ability to make comments to the state of Arizona. Jeanne
Gesselbracht in ERO thought that your office may be made aware of this permit when it is issued by the
state. Can you let me know if your office is indeed kept informed of state permits, and if so who | should
follow up with?

Thanks much,

Laura Mayo

Tribal Program Office

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

(415) 947-3561

(415) 947-3562 (FAX)

mayo.laura@epa.gov

----- Forwarded by Laura Mayo/R9/USEPA/US on 09/01/2009 04:37 PM -----

From: Jeanne Geselbracht/RO/USEPA/US
To: Laura Mayo/R9/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 09/01/2009 03:48 PM

Subject: Arizona Strip uranium mining



mailto:mayo.laura@epa.gov

Laura, | spoke with Roddy Cox, the AZ Strip geologist in the St. George, Utah, BLM office about uranium
mines in the AZ Strip, and here's what he told me:

In the 1980's and 90's there were 6 uranium mines operated by Energy Fuels Nuclear. They closed and
reclaimed 3 of them and put 3 of them in temporary closure status (not reclaimed because they might want
to open again when prices go back up). Denison owns these mines now. They were all about 15 to 20
acres and were underground conventional mines (not in-situ leaching), and all ore bodies were at least
1,000 feet above the regional aquifer. Of the 3 that have been in temp closure, their top priority to reopen
is called Arizona 1 Mine. It was permitted by BLM many years ago and an EA was written at the time.
BLM does not plan on re-writing a NEPA document for this project, as there is no change to their Plan of
Operation (POO). but Denison is applying to the State for permits. It sounds as if the State is scheduled
to issue an air permit today, and he thought there would be a 30-day appeal period. This is important for
folks to know about right away. The ore would be transported to Denison's mill in Blanding, Utah, for
processing, which is the same as before.

Pine Nut Mine is Denison's second priority for reopening. Kanab North Mine is their third priority on the
AZ Strip. They are currently assessing it to see if it's even economical at this time. BLM hasn't received
an proposals from Denison on Kanab North.

There is also a proposal by Denison for a brand new mine, called EZ1 Mine, which is within the
segregated/withdrawn area. My guess is that, if they pursue this, BLM might have to conduct a validity
exam to see if Denison has validity existing rights, but Roddy couldn't verify if that would be done. BLM
has decided this project would be the subject of an EIS. Denison has submitted a draft POO to BLM, and
BLM is working with them to get a complete POO.

The Canyon Mine is in Kaibab National Forest on the Tusayan Ranger District. He didn't give me any
other info on this one since it's a USFS project.

Roddy is sending me a CD with the pdf files of the old EAs on the Arizona 1 and Pine Nut mines, so we
can see what they look like. | asked if conditions have changed since those old EAs were written, and he
said condors have been re-introduced into the AZ Strip, and AZ has some new permitting requirements.

If | find out more, I'll keep you apprised.

Jeanne Geselbracht

Environmental Review Office (CED-2)
U.S. EPA Region 9

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Phone: (415) 972-3853
Fax: (415) 947-8026



